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quess of Mantua, who replied to Duke Alfonso's demand
for extradition that, if evidence of guilt were shown, the
criminal should be delivered up to justice. Evidence was
shown, in the shape of the full confession of Don Fer-
dinando; and the Bastard Giulio passed into his sovereign
brother's hands. Brought to the common block in the square
of Ferrara, the two detected traitors were allowed to suf-
fer all the pangs of the approach of deaith: but, at the last
moment, Duke Alfonso in his mercy granted a reprieve,
commuting their penance to life-imprisonment.

Early in 1507, died Duke Cesare de Valentinois (detto
Borgia), a mean inglorious death for one who had.been
in life so mighty a man. While commanding a small squad-
ron on behalf of the King of Navarre, he was killed in
a petty skirmish by the castle of Viana. His corpse was
quietly interred in the cathedral of Pampeluna, which, by
a curious coincidence, had been the first piece of eccle-
siastical preferment conferred on him by the Lord Alex-
ander P.P. VI. So ended a phenomenal personality in
which superb and tawny beauty of physique, prodigious
force of character, fierce all-conquering energy, swift un-
erring almost-feline agility of action, and transcendent
splendour of achievement, were blasted and nullified and
marred, humanly speaking, by one single delicacy of re-
spectful conscientious self-sacrifice and supreme confidence
in clerical honour. His beautiful elegy by Ercole Strozzi,
"Ille diu, qui dum caelestibus auris
Visitur, implet onus laudis, caelumque meretur"
is too well-known to be quoted at length. He left three
children,
(a) Madame Eloise de Valentinois; who married,
first, the Sieur Louis de la Tremouille, second,